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19th April 2018
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome back after what must have been the soggiest Easter holidays for a very long time.  True to form the weather has improved now we are back to school.  The Summer Term is always as busy, if not busier, than the first two.  We would like to welcome our new pupils, Lawrence and Joseph, and their family to our school community.  We are delighted that Mrs Webb has also returned from her maternity leave.
Pupils in Year 5 and Year 6 will enjoy residential trips to Gilwern and Llangrannog respectively, thank you to everyone who has returned forms and payment.  If you have any queries about either trip please contact the office.  Our oldest pupils will also be preparing for transition to the next stage of their education.  Transition days to their secondary schools are planned along with leavers’ events in school and also at St Woolos Cathedral.  The rest of the pupils will have the opportunity to spend time with their next teacher.  We will also be welcoming our new Nursery and Reception pupils and their families.  Further details on dates and plans will be sent nearer the time and will also be available on the website.
This term all pupils in Year 2 to Year 6 will sit statutory national tests in reading, maths procedural and maths reasoning.  The tests have to be completed between the 2nd and 9th of May.  We appreciate some pupils may be anxious about tests so over the next few weeks we will be familiarising pupils with examples of the test questions and techniques to help them do their best.  The results are reported to Welsh Government and used to judge the quality of teaching and learning in the school.  Any pupils who are unable to sit the tests will automatically be registered in the lowest scoring group regardless of their ability.  It is vital that pupils make every effort to attend school during this time.
We have been using Parent Pay to collect dinner money on behalf of the Local Authority for sometime now and have recently been commended on the low level of debt accrued – almost nothing.  Thanks must be passed on to all our parents who ensure their accounts are in credit.
‘Can I just say that your overall debt level is amazingly low and congratulate you on making sure that it has remained that way.  It’s probably the best one I have seen in this review!’

It is important to point out that the school office staff administer this on behalf of the Local Authority.  Recent instruction from the local authority states:
‘All accounts on ParentPay should remain in credit if taking school meals.’
New legislation on data protection comes into force on 25th May.  This will have considerable impact on the way we collect, store and destroy information we hold.  Over the next few months we will be reviewing our processes and may need to ask you to confirm information we already hold or to provide new permission for us to hold it.  We would like to thank everyone for their support in returning permission slips and information forms promptly, particularly the recent contact details and breakfast club registration forms.  Pupils must be registered for breakfast club before attending their first session, this ensures we have the correct staff: pupil ratio to meet safeguarding and health and safety standards.
Just a polite reminder that only authorised vehicles are allowed on school premises, please use the carpark opposite the school gates when dropping off and picking up.
The Magor team is expanding!  Mrs Talbot is expecting her second child at the end of summer holidays and Mr Macey and his wife are expecting their first child early next academic year.  I’m sure you would like to join us in congratulating them both.
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Mrs S Hamer
Executive Headteacher
